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EPISCOPALIANS FACE 


| TWO GREAT ISSUES): 


Convention, Opening in Denver 
Today, Is to Act on Divorce 
and Birth Control. 


. 


MARRIAGE REPORT REVISED 


Protests Against ‘Liberal’ Canon 
Result in a Third Draft at 
the Last Minute. 


LAMBETH RULING A FACTOR 


Proposal to-Repudiate Family-Limit 
Decision le Pogsible—Ald in 


Depresslon a Topilo. 


dènt „of The New 


DENVER, ‘Sept. 15. — Protestant 
Episcopal Bishops, priests and lay- 


¿| |men. meet here tomorrow for the 


fiftieth time since the foundation of 
the Church in 1785, three, years bə- 
fore the organization of the Federal 
Government, 

They come from: all parts of the 
United States, from Alaska, the West 
Indies, Latin America, China, Japan, 
Africa and Oceania: to consider 
probjyems new in this era which have 
become acute since the last general 
convention in Washington in 1928. 

Summed up, their predicament is 
whether to cleave to the Church’s 
traditional interpretation of the 
teachings of Christ or to try to 
adapt them to seemingly inescapable 
tendencies and conditions of modern 
society. For some of the 150 Bishops 
and 500 clergy and laymen the time 


-| has come for the sternest reaffirma- 


tion of the old faith and discipline. 
Others are just as vehement in de- 
manding that the church recognize 
that “times have changed” in order 
to fulfill its, mission for the spiritual 
progress and general well-being of 
ts communicants: 

Two questions stand out above 
others in public import in the mat- 
ters to be considered by the House 


‘}of Bishops and the House of Depu- 


ties, the two legislating bodies of the 
Church. One is that of family 
relationships; the other concerns the 
economic conditions of the mass of 
men, women and children today. 
Many of the delegates contend that 
the latter is of the more immediate 
importance, but it is the questions 
of divorce apd birth control that 
are likely to arouse the keenest dif- 
ferences, i F 


Third Revision of Reporti. `- 

For six years a commission of the 
Church, including elergymen and 
laymen of wide reputation, has been 
studying divorce. A majority of this 
commission has concluded that the 
Church’s present law, which bàrs 
remarriage of divorced persons ex- 
cept of the innocent y in a di- 
vorce granted for adultery, is too 
strict, and has proposed a new 
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canon that would seek adjustment 
to the attitude of the present day on 
this subject, A 


A bontod ia s revision of 
the re when was made 
ublic, last Spring, it still 

beral features. p 
followed, ped j pas of Bishop 
Manning of Ne . 

Th commission, it was 


Smeet privately to w night 
meet priva! morrow n 
at rai r third version, which will 
submi to the convention. 
port, it Was said au- 
thoritatively, will reaffirm the im- 


ents marriage to be found in 
e old canon law; it 


ll recognize 
the grounds for annulment, includ- 
ing certain diseases, specified in 
most State laws; but it will propose 
sanctioning the re age of any 
one, divorced for whatever reason, 
in the Church and by a priest of 
the Church, provided the “best in- 
terests’’ of society and of the per- 
sons concerned are benefited thereby. 


Church “Marital Court’ Proposed. 
This proposal, regarded as ex- 
tremely radical, would, if enacted, 
depend upon a “marital court’’ to 
decide whether or not the “best in- 
terests’? would be served, thus de- 


usual difference of conviction, Many 
of those who are most 


t in}, 
di- 


attitude the Church should take te-| M( 


their demand for li use of this, in- 
vorce « freely that economic con- f terest is eh in the total of 
py gg the, more important ét/} the ore Sera te of the 
e present moment because of the | Women’s Auxiliary, which will be re- 

world-wide ression. , perea upon at a mass m 
Here there no. distinct division . This ‘offering has in- 
between: ‘‘conservative”’ and ‘‘radi-| c yearly from $2,188.64 at its 
cal,” but a general belief that re inception in 1889 until at the last 
ent conditions can and should be| convention it the. Fay 
alleviated. mark for the time with a total 
of $1,101,450.40. The goal this year 


George W. Wickersham, one of the 
outstan F lay members of the 
Church, who is also a member of 
the commission on divorce, will rs 
side at a mass m 4 to 
consider ways and means of improv- 
ing the economis situation. 
American “Missal” Discussed. 

- Divorce and unemployment are 
only two or many topics of keen 
interest to.this or that group of dele- 
gates now assembling here. An‘ 
other which is constantly discussed 
is what is to be done about the Rev. 
Dr, L. M. Robinson of Boston, cuse 
todian of the Book of Common 


Prayer, and Bishop F, P. Ivins of | g; 


Milwaukee, who interpolated some 
passages n exce rom the prayer 
k for use S fahe American 


riving thè individual Bishop of 

Bocisinn in matters rtaining to] missal. E 

such relationships. e Bishop,j. The es interpolated, printed 

however, would be empowered in: red, for the most part t 

appoint:such courts. . the priest as to making the sign of 
he presènt rigid Epigco laws | the cross and other matters regarded 

against remarriage are alienating} as “high church.” 

“many ns from the Church, inf Dr. binson is criticized for cer 

the op of the so-called liberal|tifying that the material used came 

members of the commission, who are | from the Book of Common er, 


in the majority on.the commission. 

. They argue that “if an Episcopal 
priest’ will ‘not marry a man and 
woman they will go to a minister 
of another denomination for the 
marriage, and thereby the Church 
loses its spiritual influence over not 
only, the wedded couple but their 
children.” 

The “conservatives” hold on the 
‘other hand that the present law is 
the tosching, of Christ, and that, 
while the urch does not deny 
communion to those who violate that 
law, it cannot sanction the violation. 

Even the commission members who 
advance the “radical” change admit 
that there is little chance of its be- 
ing adopted by the convention. 


Lambeth Decision a Factor. 


The convention is placed in further 
disagreement, over family relations 
by the pronouncement on birth con- 
trol of the Lambeth Conference of 
the Anglican Church, of which the 
Episcopal Church is a communicant. 
Sixty of the 308 Bishops who: partici- 
pated in ‘that conference, .which ap- 

ved birth control for purposes of 
amily limitation in connection with 
health, were Americans, 

The sharp controversies: by which 
this endorsement was followed in 
religious circles of urope an 
America are already noticeable here 
among the Bishops and deputies who 
have been arriving in Denver this 

t week. Those of “liberal” ten- 
ency assert that a deliberate at- 
tempt has been made by the ‘‘con- 
servatives,”? who are in wer, to 
prejudice any open discussion. 

A movement, which, if successful, 
might cause a rupture between the 
American and English churches is 
under way, it was learned here, to 
propose a resolution repudiating the 
action of the Lambeth conference 
on birth control. ` 

An Eastern Bishop, who did not 
wish to be identified, told Tus New 
York Times reporter here that, if he 
is assured of or, ized support, he 
well introduce such a resolution, but 
that he would not do so indepen- 
dently because of the ‘‘embarrass- 
ment” it might cause without accom- 

lishing anything definite. That 

irth control will come up for dis- 
cussion, however, is not doubtéd. 


Aid in Depression a Topic. 


On the question of economic con- 
ditions in this country and through- 
out the world, there is no such un- 


à | listen to the ‘eachings 


‘and Bishop Ivins is criticized for 


‘writing the interpolations. 
Many low churchmen demand that 
Dr. Robinson and Bishop Ivins 
rebuked and some insist 


be pubiic 
that. Dr. Robinson be relieved of his | Ambassad 


office. Few high churchmen admit 
having used the book, asserting that 
such a book, which was published 
unofficially, is “unnecessary.” High 
churchmen in general describe the 
ontroversy, which has been bitter 
in ie quarters; as “a mare’s 
nest.’ s 


Missions to India Proposed, 

Another matter of great interest to 
those assembled here is whether or 
not the Church shall extend its mis- 
sionary work to India. 

Some prominent Episcopalians, 
evincing an interest in the cause of 
India, as now being advanced by the 


tma Gandhi in London, hold|o 


that the Church of England, due to 
the conflict between the British Gov- 
ernment and the forces headed by 
Mr. Gandhi, is no longer in a Ka 
tion of sufficient prestige in ia 
to exercise adequate influence. 

India, they argue on the other 
hand, has great confidence in Amer- 
ica, and would be better disposed to 
the Amer- 
ican branch of the Church. 

The question of the budget of the 
Church is also receiving unusual at- 
tention because of the present eco- 
nomic situation. The budget of the 
last convention called for an expendi- 
ture of $4,500,000 annually in the 
general work. of the Church. 
question is whether to continue at 
this rate or to retrench, 

Despite the report of satisfactory 
financial conditions of the Church 

ven to the National Council, which 

as been in private session here 
since.the beginning of the week, this 
question goes deep into the entire 


has been set at $1,500,000. 

A ropõsal to pive the 150 deacon- 
esses. the Church a more official 
standing, ordaining them, but not as 
ministers, is an r matter of in- 
terest to the delegates. 

Pension funds also be consid- 
e 


Noted Persons to Attend. 
When the convention opens at 10 
o'clock tomorrow morning in the re- 


decorated Denver Auditorium, ar- 
so that 100 persons may re- 


ceive holy communion at one time]: 


at a great altar, many notable par: 
sons are expected to be in atten- 
dance. Bome A Ahaa are John 
pargo, am: . Finney, chan- 
cellor of tne Onivcreity of Tennessee; 
Henry N. Ogden, i Civil 
E ring = Cornell R 
rown of Pennsylvania, 
Joseph H. Beale of the 
School, James N, dean of 
the University of South Carolina 
Law School; Walter Hulihan, presi- 
dent. of the University of Delaware; 
President F'. C. Hicks of the Univer- 
sity of , President K. C. M. 
Sills of Bowdoin College, Edward 
Katzenbach, former Attorney Gen- 
eral of New Jersey; Stephen Baker, 
chairman of the board of the Bank 
of the Manhattan Company of New 
York; ` Charles B. Warren, former 
i or to . Japan; Samuel 
Mather of Cleveland, Alanson B. 
Houghton, former Ambassador/ to 
England; Louls B. Franklin, who 
floated the American war loans, and 
Origen S. Seymour of New York. 

e ceremonies will begin with a 
rocession of more than 100 vested 
ishops from all parts of the world. 

A choir of 50 voices will sing. 


26 Building Workers -Awarded. 
The im; ce of the New York 
Hospital Cornell Medical Centre for 
the promotion of medical research 


and general health of residents in 
the metropolitan district was stressed 
ers yeate: 


Sma 
tact 

Th 
Stat 
for 1 
vate 
ther 
desp 


8 at a ceremony 

cr ip awards to workmen 
on the hospital buildings, New York | tio 
Building ingress. certificates and 


ld buttons were presented to 

enty-six mechanics in exercises 
held on the property, which covers 
the three blocks. bounded by York 
Avenue and Exterior Street, Sixty- 
oighth and Seventy-first Streets. 
About 600 of the 1 men engaged 
in constructing the buildings at- 
tended the ceremonies, 


The New Efforts for Mooney. 


Forest Bailey, a director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
writes Tue New York Tes that the 
signers of the call for the Mooney 


The | conference to be held in the Labor 


Temple Sept. 24 acted in their indi- 
vidual capacities and not as repre- 
sentatives of organizations, Contrary 
to the Topórt printed in TuE Toves 
of Sept. 11, the American Civil Liber- 


ties Union, Mr. Bailey writes, is not 


attempting to bring concerted labor 
action for the liberation of Mooney. 


A Luxurious Mode Calls for Lo: 
A lem aT QahlesT 


